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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE. 

Diiriiig the last hours of the session of the Hoase of Bepresentatives of 1882^ Mr. 
EIhowlbs, of Warren, suggested to several members that it would be a ** good 
thing " to have a reunion meeting of the legislature early the following year. On 
tliis saggestiop, Mr. Southeb, of Worcester, offered an Order for the appointment 
of a committee to make arrangements for such a meeting. 

The undersigned, who were designated as the committee, have attended to the 
duty assigned them, and present the following brief report of the proceedings on the 
occasion of the reunion, for the compilation of which they acknowledge their indebt- 
edness to the kindness of Mr. W. A. Johnson, of Boston, who officiated as clerk, 
pro tern, 

A. J. WRIGHT, 
P. J. STONE, 
L. J. KNOWLES, 
H. A. STEVENS, 
SAM'L SOUTHEB, 

Committee of Arrangements. 

Boston, May 1, 1863. 



REUNION. 



In response to the call issued by the Committee ap- 
pointed by the members of the Massachusetts Legislature 
of 1862, to make arrangements for a fraternal reunion, 
a large number of the members of Uiat year met in 
the Hall of the House of Representatives, at eleven 
o'clock on the mornmg of 25th February, 1863. Hon. 
A. H. Bullock, the Speaker of that year, occupied the 
ehair, and William S. Robinson, Esq., his position as 
Clerk. After prayer had been oflFered by the Reverend 
Chaplain of 1862, the Speaker welcomed in happy speech 
his co-workers of last year to their old places, to join 
for a brief time in pleasant converse, and to revivify 
the well-remembered friendships of the season. He 
brought to view the faces of the absent, specifying such 
as were known to him. Messrs. Dohebty, of Boston, and 
Holland, of Belchertown, have died. Those in the ser- 
vice of the country as far as known are: — Mr. DbWitt, 
of Agawam, Lieutenant Forty-Sixth Regiment at Newbern, 
Mr. Cheevbb, of Chelsea, Captain, wounded at Antietam, 
now at home and present at the Reunion ; Mr. Brastow, 
of Somerville, Paymaster U. S: A.; Mr. Cogswell, of 
Leicester, Captain ; Mr. Fay, of Athol, Captain Fifty-Third 
Regiment; Mr. Brown, of Taunton, Major Thirty-Third 



Regiment; Mr, Rodman, of New Bedford, Major Thirty- 
Eighth Regiment ; Mr. Parkeb, of Boston, late Colonel 
Thirty-Second Regiment, and present with us to-day; Mr. 
Maglathlin, of Duxbury, Captain Fourth Regiment ; Mr. 
ViNAL, of South Scituate, Captain Forty-Third Regiment, 
at Newbern ; Dr. Shaw, of Upton, Surgeon on the " R. 
R. Cuyler." The names of other members who hold 
high offices of trust in civil life were mentioned, among 
them Mayor Wheatland, of Salem. Major Morissey, 
the Sergeant-at-Axms, now at his post during a special 
furlough for that purpose, was also mentioned by the 
Speaker. The mention of the various names was coupled 
with some pertinent allusion or well recognized compli- 
ment which did not fail of appreciation by their fellow 
members. 

A. J. Wright, of Boston, Chairman of the Committee 

of Arrangements, read the programme for the day, arid 

•announced the reception of letters from the following 

gentlemen, in response to the invitation to be present: — 



Messnu Abbott, of Westford, 
Adams, of Newbarjr, 
Adams, of North Brookfield, 
Armsbj, of Millbarjr, 
Albee, of Marlborough, 
Atwood, of Taunton, 
Axtell, of Grafton, 
Baker, of Dudley, 
Baker, of Ipswich, 
Bates, of Attleborough, 
Beard, of Waltham, 
Beck, of Cambridge, 
Bicknell, of Weymouth, 
Blood, of Charlton, 
Bowler, of Peru, 
Brown, of Charlestown, 



Messrs. Brown, of Pittsfield, 
Brown, of Seekonk, 
Brown, of Taunton, 
Bullard, of Lee, 
Butler, of Douglas, 
Butteriield, of Tyngsborongh, 
Calhoun, of Springfield, 
Gary, of Medway, 
Chandler, of Boston, 
Cheever, of Chelsea, 
Church, of Westport, 
Clement, of Lawrence, 
Cook, of Hadley, 
Cook, of Milton, 
Cnmmings, of Quincy, 
Currier, of Newburyport, 



Messrs. Curtis, of Roxbnrv, 

Cushman, of Amherst, 
Danforth, of Williamstown, 
Daniels, of Worcester, 
Davis, of Plymouth, 
Eaton, of Dorchester, 
Ellis, of New Bedford, 
Elliot, of Billerica, 
Emery, of Boston, 
Fay, of Athol, (by Mrs. Fay,) 
Field, of Greenfield, 
Field, of Leverett, 
Fletcher, of Acton, 
Foster, of Andover, 
French, of Lowell, 
Gibbs, of New Bedford, 
Giles, of Boston, 
Goddard, of Worcester, 
Hadley, of Marion, 
Hannum^ of Easthampton, 
Haws, of Leominster, 
Heard, of Clinton, 
Hervey, of Bridgewater, 
Higgins, of Chatham, 
Holland, of Belchertown, 

• Homer, of Ashland, 

Hood, of Somerset, 
Hooker, of Cambridge, 
Howard, of Springfield, 
Howe, of Marshfield, 
Jenkins, of East Abington, 
Jewell, of Boston, 
Johnson, of Randolph, 
King, of Danvers, 
Lee, of Templeton, 
Lothrop, of Sharon, 
Mack, of Lowell, 
Manning, of Reading, 
Marchant, of Edgartown, 
Marshall, of Westborough, 
May, of Roxbury, 
McGregory, of Wilbraham, 



Messrs. Meacom, of Beverly, 
Mulligan, of Paxton, 
Nichols, of Richmond, 
Northup, of Blackstone, 
Norton, of Westfield, 
Parker, of Boston, 
Perkins, of Chelsea, 
Perkins, of Bridgewater, 
Pickens, of Middleborough, 
Pickering, of Bellingham, 
Putnam, of Lunenburg, 
Ramsdell, of Lynn, 
Rice, of Westhampton, 
Roberts, of Lakeville, 
Rogers, of Gloucester, 
Root, of Ludlow, 
Sears, of Sandisfield, 
Sears, of Yarmouth, 
Sewall, of Medfield, 
Shaw, of Upton, (by Mrs. Shaw,) 
Sherman, of Conway, 
Smith, of Eastham, 
Southard, of Boston, 
Stanwood, of Essex, 
Stedman, of Chicopee, 
Stetson, of Hanson, 
Stevens, of Andover, 
Stickney, of Lowell, 
Stone, of Dedham, 
Stone, of Harvard, 
Stone, of Oxford, 
Thayer, of Holliston, 
Torrey, of Charlestown, 
Tyler, of Boston, 
Walcott, of Monroe, 
Wheatland, of Salem, 
White, of Mansfield, 
White, of Winchendon, 
Whitaker, of New Salem, 
Winn, of West Cambridge, 
Wright, of LoweU. 

—115 



CFrom Mr. Elliot, of Billerica.] 

***** It will give me great pleasure to be present on 
that occasion, where we may renew our acquaintance and friendly 
greeting, which so eminently characterized the Legislature of 
1861-2. 
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The Committee was increased by the addition of Messrs. 
May, of Roxbury, and Poster, of Cheshire, and is therefore 
for the ensuing year composed of the following gentlemen : 

A. J. Wright, of Boston. 

P. J. Stone, of Charlestown. 

L. J. Knowles, of Warren. 

H. A. Stevens, of Boston. 

Samuel Souther, of Worcester. 

William B. May, of Roxbury. 

Edmund D. Poster, of Cheshire. 
It was voted that the thanks of the meeting be ten- 
dered the House of 1863 for the use of the Represen- 
tatives' Hall ; also to the Sergeant-at-Arms and his officers 
for courtesies. 

The meeting adjourned to reassemble at the American 
House at 6J o'clock. 

THE BANQUET. 
At 7 J o'clock the company, numbering upwards of two 
hundred, including many ladies, was seated at the well-laid 
tables at the American House, to which an agreeable hour 
was devoted. Mr. Wright, of Boston, Chairman of the 
Committee of Arrangements, yielded the chair to Hon. 
Speaker Bullock, who commanded silence, when the first 
regular toast was offered as follows: — 

The Executive of our Commonwealth, — An ardent patriot, the soldier's 
constant friend, chief among the loyal governors of our country, we delight 
to do him honor. 
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A letter was received from Governor Andrew, regretting 
his inability to attend the festivities. To the second 

toast — 

The Speaker of the House, — Where he leads, it will be safe for us to 
follow. 

Hon. A. H. Bullock responded as follows: — 

• 

Gentlemen: — We have met this evening in gratifying num- 
bers, to revive the fellowship of the session of eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-two. It was in many respects an uncommon 
session. In my experience here I never before knew a 
House of Representatives in which the deliberations were con- 
ducted throughout with so uniform harmony and courtesy. 
Coming together in the midst of public war, and under that 
sense of solemnity which commonly unites loyal minds under 
circumstances of actual and still greater impending calamities, 
we passed a period of four months in the Representatives' 
Hall not only without any thing which could be called a 
legislative scene, but almost without a discordant note. I sup- 
pose we had in our number Republicans, Democrats, Conserva- 
tives, Radicals — (I presume that you know the present signifi- 
cation of all those terms — ^I do not) ; but you will all bear 
me witness, that from beginning to end, not the voice of a 
croaker was heard among us [cheers]. As a natural conse- 
quence, after a session of such duration, service and acquain- 
tance, in its closing hours a general desire was expressed that 
we should meet again. And accordingly we are here, from 
Berkshire to the toes of the Capes. Not aU. Many have 
found it inconvenient to attend; some are absent in the mili- 
tary service; but the committee appear to have taken all 
pains to supply their places with those whose presence adds 
grace and benignity to the festive hours. [Applause.] My 
duty is chiefly performed in having briefly recalled the pleasant 
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past, which is to a certain extent reproduced in the present, 
and in now extending, in behalf of each to every other, a 
greeting and a welcome. 

Of the acts of the Legislature of 1862 it is scarcely neces- 
sary that I should speak here. To the Union of these States, 
and to the General Government, I think we manifested our 
loyalty in the best of all possible ways — ^by carefully abstaining 
from any interference with the things that belonged to the Presi- 
dent, or to the Congress of the United States. We endeavored 
to do that which was far better; by protecting, cherishing, and 
developing the resources of our own State; by encouraging 
through beneficent legislation the enlistment of Massachusetts men 
in the service of the flag; by tempering justice with generosity 
towards the families of soldiers in the field; by maintaining and 
strengthening the credit of the Commonwealth, at home and abroad, 
to the end that the people might continue with unabated power 
to uphold the public liberties of the country. For the justice of 
our claim that we did what we could towards the accomplish- 
ment of these great objects, I appeal to the history of our 
session. 

Gentlemen, to have discharged faithfully and impartially, how- 
ever unostentatiously, the duties of a Massachusetts Representa- 
tive, is a mark of honor in our life. The Legislature of this 
Commonwealth as a historical body, is second to no other in 
this country. In the ancientness of its origin, in its importance 
as one of the instrumentalities in the birth of American Liberty, 
in its relation as parent of a system of laws not inferior to 
any which the world has known, in the long line of its dis* 
tinguished members, the living and the dead, in the manly debates 
and orderly usages which have characterized its proceedings, — 
in character, in substance, and in form, — thi^ House of Repre- 
sentatives may safely be compared with the best parliamentary 
assemblies which Christian civilization has produced. Its industry 
and punctuality as a body of business men* has often excited 
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remark. I recollect that, during your session, a gentleman who 
has a seat in the British House of Lords, (Lord Frederic Paulet,) 
happening to visit our Hall late in the afternoon, expressed his 
surprise at finding a larger number present than the average 
attendance in the House of Commons. As a proof of the general 
good sense which prevails in its deliberations, I might appeal 
to such of you as have taken a leading part in its debates, to 
testify that eloquence and ability, when enlisted upon the wrong 
side, against even a weak advocacy of the right side, are quite 
uniformly certain to be voted down. I ought not to conclude this 
strain of partiality for our popular assembly without admitting 
that there are at all times those in our community whose measure 
of wit and satire is satisfied in speaking of the General Court 
in terms quite the opposite of those which I have learned to use ; 
but I think you rarely find one of these persons who was ever 
known to decline an opportunity of election to the House, or 
who would be eminently useful if he should happen to be chosen. 
[Applause.] 

Gentlemen, — ^I am called to address you as representatives of 
Massachusetts. There are those — I rejoice that they are not here 
at this table, — so embittered, so querulous, so churlish, I had almost 
said so unnatural, that they never appear to be happy except in 
depreciating their own home and State, in underestimating and 
criticizing the qualities of home life around them, and, I have 
sometimes thought, who are most exquisitely delighted when 
engaged in endeavoring to tear away the cypress and the laurel 
from the historic monuments of New England. You all know such 
men in Massachusetts ; so do I. And standing here in the presence 
g( the representative men of New England, of Massachusetts, I 
have the honor to say that I repudiate all such doctrine, and 
I despise all such teachers. [Loud applause.] It is high time 
that we should begin to appreciate and stand by our owu. 
Not all the portents in the sky are propitious, not all the 
omens are good. -We are in war— organic, desperate war. No 
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matter what may have been the cause of the war, — ^let men 
differ about that if they please, though for my life I cannot 
see how they can differ very much, — ^no matter whether the 
fault of ill success, alas, too frequent and too protracted, lie 
at the door of the President, or of either or of both Houses 
of Congress, or of one or another of the Generals in command, 
or, lying at the door of neither, belongs to the inherent diffi- 
culties of such a war as this, — ^all these matters cast behind 
us, all these collateral questions thrown to the winds, — we are 
in a war which is likely to try our patience, our endurance^ 
and our patriotism to the last practicable tension of mortal 
nerves. It is, therefore, a just and essential and honorable 
source of pride and satisfaction to us, if we find, as we do 
find, that this our people, by their accumulation of stores, sup- 
plies, and wealth, by their advanced civilization and social con- 
dition, are better able than other American communities to 
uphold the government, to sustain the shock of arms, and to 
breast the vicissitudes of this solemn period. And we will not 
deign to ask either the rebel beyond the lines, or the paltering 
and carping caviller at home, whether we may not rejoice, — ^but 
we will rejoice triumphautly in the fact that the manufactures 
and arts and humanities of the East have placed her upon a 
plain of elevation where all the forces of the rebellion cannot 
and $haU not destroy us. [Great cheering.] If we are to succeed 
in this war, and are to restore the constitutional flag to its 
original sublime jurisdiction, then I say, all hail to the capacities 
of our own Commonwealth which are to enable her to contribute 
her full share to the common result, and, at the same time, to keep 
free, open, genial, beneficent and refreshing the active channels, 
the broad currents of her own prosperity, her own happiness, her 
own advance to social power. And if we are to fail in this 
great struggle — ^which Heaven forbid ! — ^it becomes us to see to it 
that we have a dominion here within our own borders upon 
which we may fell back for a second line of defence, and 
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within which we may show lines of entrenchment which shall 
defy any and every attack, come from whatever quarter it may, 
and he the storming party what it may! [Great applause.] 
For let no man delude himself with the thought, if this Union 
shall be dissolved, of merely two confederacies! Between the 
hammer and the anvil the diamond cannot be divided — it will 
either resist the blow, or be crushed to atoms. We are moving 
in this grand drama, all unconsciously, towards victory or towards 
defeat, slowly or rapidly, as the result may show, — with as 
yet no possibilities within our limitations of knowledge of the 
foreshadowing of the will of that Almighty Power which directs 
and controls the issue. It is the part of duty and of wisdom, 
therefore, cheerfully to bear up under the conflict, to st|uid by 
the loyal men and the loyal States unto the end, preserving 
our own* individuality, our own sources of growth and pro- 
gress; so that, if the old flag prevail, as prevail it must, all 
over its radiant folds it shall be illumined with the sacrifices of 
Massachusetts, not less at home than in the field. [Applause.] 
So that, if the stars are destined to fall, our own at least 
shaU retain its place above the horizon to cheer and light 
us and our children to another and an equal future. [Great 
cheering.] This is the reason, gentlemen, why I say, hold on 
to, appreciate, cultivate Massachusetts. She is a power within 
herself. [Applause.] Last year, and this year, at the inau- 
guration of the session, I had the honor to say tliis; and for 
the declaration of it, I passed under the ineffectual knife of 
the disloyal critic. I therefore desire to repeat it in your presence. 
Let him who remains outside the circle of patriotic sympa- 
thies, — ^let him who shyly, yet fondly and with dalliance courts the 
meretricious bridal of secession, — ^let him who with velvet foot- 
steps treads on the outermost edge of the margin of the 
national woe, ever peering in to detect the infirmities of our 
opinions, yet always taking pains to give- to the enemies of 
his country the benefit of his own, — ^let him enter the room, — 
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for I desire to say, once more, in his presence, and in your 
behalf, Massachusetts is a poweb within herself! [Tre- 
mendous applause.] Be this conflict terminated, whenever and 
however it may be, — ^her past is not only secure, but her future 
is as certain as her past Her honor, her manhood, her 
intelligence, her capacity for all the fortunes of human lot, 
her wealth and resources, her power to make her own history, 
her advance on the land and on the sea, are established, 
irreversible and inextinguishable. [Loud applause.] 

Gentlemen, to the purposes of this august mission of main- 
taining the vitality of the State, you are committed not less 
by the necessities of your lot than by the patriotic impulses 
of your hearts. The instrumentalities which you wield for the 
common glory of all are among the most important. The credit 
and honor of the State, — ^h^r arts and intelligence and prestige, 
are in a great measure in the keeping of such as you. And 
I felicitate you, as her past and present representatives, that 
it falls within the limitations of your duty and your influence 
in so large a measure to shape the destiny of your native 
or adopted Commonwealth. [Long continued applause.] 

After the applause which followed Mr. Bullock's speech 
had subsided, the third toast was thus announced: — 

Our Field within the Senate hall 
Stands first, as we have seen; 
Bnt still he hears our friendly call, 
Tho* the lobby rolls between. 

Hon. Jonathan E. Field, President of the Senate, 
responded. 

After a felicitous allusion to the nature of the call upon 
him, he spoke of the House of 1862 as notable for the 
harmony and good feeling of its deliberations, and above 
all for the high tone of patriotic endeavor which marked 
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itsr arduous and delicate labors. The Hall of Representa- 
tives had echoed the notes of purest patriotism on every 
side, and he thought he might speak for all of the 
members of that body as well as himself, when he char- 
acterized that patriotism as shown 

^"Pro rege, pro lege, pro patrii semper." 

Likening the nation to the good ship in a perilous 
storm, the speaker argued the duty of the men to stand 
by her to tlie last, and sought to inculcate that sublime 
confidence in constituted authorities and unswerving sup- 
port of government which alone can preserve the integrity 
of any people. 

Mr. Field retired amid enthusiastic applause. 

Fourth regular toast — 

The Vetercm Member from New Bedford, Bobbrt Gibbs. — Although ho 
is too feeble to be with us, his desire to be remembered is most heartily- 
responded to. Like a shock of grain fully ripe, may he be finally gathered 
into the great gamer in peace. 

(Jen. Tyleb, of Boston, responded. 
Fifth regular toast — 

Our Absent Members who are in the Army of the £/nto».— [Major Brown, 
of Taunton, of the 33d Begiment, with the Army of the Potomac ; Captain 
Fay, of Athol, with the 5dd Begiment, in Louisiana; Surgeon Shaw, of 
Upton, on Gunboat B. B. Cuyler ; Lieutenant De Witt, of Agawam, with 
the 46th Begiment, at Newbern ; Lieutenant Beads, of Marblehead ; Major 
Brastow, of Somerville ; Captain Dike, of Stoneham ; Major Bodman, of 
New Bedford ; Captain Coggswell, of Leicester ; Capt. Vinal, of South 
Scituate, and others.] — May they be preserved in the hour of peril, and 
their valor redound to the honor and glory of our country. 

Col. Fbancis J. Parker, (Mass. 32d,) of Boston, re- 
sponded. 
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Sixth regular toast — 



Th£ Still, SmaM Voice of Worcester JVbW^.— The health of Mr. Lee, of 
. Templeton. May he live to see the conclusion of the " Great Bore." 

Col. Lee, of Templeton, responded. 
Seventh regular toast — 

Plymouth Each, Clam, Chowder^ and the Constitution — as expounded by 
Dayis. We wait the issue of a new edition. 

Hon. Charles G. Davis, of Plymouth, responded. 
Eighth regular toast — 

The Legislaior, — Always at his post of duty, advocating or opposing 
measures, without fear or favor — ^the Jewell of the Judiciary Committee. 

Harvey Jewell, Esq., of Boston, responded. 
Ninth regular toast — 

The Ladies* — God bless them. 

There is eloquence in woman's eye 
Cannot be quenched, it cannot die, 
'Till the proud spirit soars above. 
And yields for transient, everlasting love. 

Rev. Mr. Souther, of Worcester, responded as follows : — 

It is perfectly unaccountable, why I should be designated to 
respond to this sentiment. Perhaps it is owing to my innate 
and irrepressible modesty, the existence of which some may 
question, but in proof of which I have only to call up school- 
boy days, when a feruling was nothing to the torture of the 
weekly declamation — or the still stronger proof that I was nearly 
thirty years of age before getting married I 

[The Chairman interposed, that it was because the ladies were 
present at the suggestion and persistent demand of the gentleman 
from Worcester.] 

]VIr. Chairman, — ^I own the soft impeachment; and yet it 
seemed a possible, if not probable reason that my being from 
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^tbe heart of the Commonwealth'' had something to do with 
it, for Woman is the true heart of every Commonwealth, and 
directly or indirectly its head and controlling influence also. 

It was my privilege last evening to hear that paragon of 
public speakers, Nature's own unapproachable orator, Mr. Grough. 
His theme was not Temperance. (There is no need here to 
refer to his efforts in that line, for glad am I that we are 
all on his side to-night.) He was giving one of his wonderful 
portraitures of London, a description of Hyde Park of a summer 
afternoon. With life-like distinctness there passed before us the 
varied panorama of England's great ones, the titled and gifted, 
poets, orators, millionaires, men of power in cabinet and parlia- 
ment, in the army and navy. And now the crowd, not always 
perfectly respectful towards some of these lesser lights of England, 
is hushed at once, for two outriders of the Queen have dashed 
along, precursors of the royal carriage. As it advances every 
head is uncovered. In mute admiration and homage the vast 
•throng greet their sovereign. She is to them an object of venera- 
tion, not only as constitutionally head of the State, but as 
embodying the domestic virtues, preeminently representing Eng- 
land's virtuous homes, the woman before whose pure presence 
the shameless profligacy of some former courts had slunk away 
abashed, the faithful wife, alas ! the too early widowed wife, the 
devoted mother of her orphan children. 

As the orator depicted England's Queen, could I help saying, 
in my heart, such (making due allowance for her more lowly 
sphere) was mother; such (begging pardon in this presence) 
is my wife. Our wives, our mothers, are, in the best sense, 
Queens. They are truly rulers in the land. 

We talk of the power of the pulpit, and of the press. They 
are powers among us — ^they ever will be in such a land as ours. 
But more powerful than either, because nearer the sources and 
springs of character and action, are the mothers of New England. 
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Bj how many a tinj coach there kaeek eadi night in prayer 
the mother, turning the last, lingering faculties of her child, 
ere locked in sleep, to thoughts of God and Heaven. How 
many of us were taught at a mother's knee to lisp the prayer 
the hlessed Master gave us, "Our Father which art in Heaven." 

It is here that the moulding hand of the New England 
mother is felt shaping our character and making us men. We 
never quite outgrow the touch of that soft hand. The echoes 
of that loved voice come back to us; they linger around us 
to the last. 

On many a gory battle-field of this terrible war ti mother's 
early teachings have nerved the young soldier's arm to strike 
for justice and humanity — 6n many a bed of languishing in camp 
and hospital has the young heart sank to a peaceful rest with 
thoughts of a mother's love, or life has been breathed away 
with the sainted name of mother on the parched lips of the 
sufferer. 

Our chief hope of success in this struggle is in the steadfast- 
ness of purpose, the tenacity of principle, which such early 
teachings, such undying influences, impart to our people. At no 
period of our history have such influences been wanting; they 
will not be lacking now, and I close with the sentiment embodying 
this belief: — 

The Women of New JSngUmd, — ^The partners of the Pilgrims' perils in 
the Mayflower, and at Plymouth; sharing the sufl'erings of our fathers 
in the long and dreary straggle of the Revolution ; their heroic devotion 
in this dark hour of Rebellion will cheer our brothers and our sons in 
camp and battle-field till our nationality is triumphantly reasserted, and 
freedom made the inalienable birthright of all our people. 

Tenth regular toast — 

Query, Is the Concord River to be forever dam'd by BiXierica f Ans. In 
the absence of the gentleman from Clinton, we can only say, we haven't 
Heard. 

Mr. Talbot, of Billerica, (a member of the third House 
of 1862,) responded. 
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Meyenfh regalar toftst — 

The Fincmee Committee of 1862. — ^Faithful sentinels over the Treasury of 
the Commonwealth. While gold is yalued, they ought to be remembered. 

In the absence of Mr. Piebcb, of Dorchester, there was 
no response.* 

Twelfth regular toast — 

The Largest Stone in the Souse, — Him of Bedham; may he long 
continue " to laugh and grow fat." 

Thirteenth regular toast — 

Fads and Figures on mercantile affairs and insurance are conyincing 
when Marshalled before the House by the gentleman from Westborough. 

Fourteenth regular toast — 

The Mepresentative from, Cambridge, — Whose Beck we wait to be 
instructed. 

Fifteenth regular toast — 

A Yankee Precu^ier; who makes sinners tremble, and traitors shake. 

Bey. Mr. HowB, of Marshfield, (now of East Abington,) 
responded as follows: — 

Mr. Ghairman : — ^Expecting that it would have been mine, this 
evening, to enjoy the festivities of this occasion .as a silent 
recipient of genial influences, I have been borne along on the 
current of pleasant memories flowing from other lips. Yet, 
you ask a contribution from me, and it is not in my heart 
to refuse it. You are pleased to call me firom my seat, not 
only as one of the legislators of 1862, but as a preacher — a 
Yankee preacher, aud to place me in a somewhat belligerent 
attitude to sinners in general and to traitors in particular. 

* Several gentlemen who were called on to respond to sentiments had 
been obliged to leave the table at an early hour. 
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To tliis I would not particularly object^ save that to sinners, 
in general, I would offer a pacific gospel, but to traitors the sharp 
sword and the wellnlirected bullet Though, in the minds of 
many clergymen, there seems to exist an objection to men of 
our profession becoming members of legislative bodies, I have 
noticed that all scruples are disposed of when a chance of 
an election presents itself. Such an objection has never troubled 
my conscience, because I see not why, in becoming a minister, 
a man is razeed, so that he is to be considered incapable of 
exercising the functions of citizenship, or ineligible to its offices* 
Electors should consider more the heart and brain than the doth 
when bestowing their honors. 

It is no matter for shame, that traitors give their hearty 
hatred to the whole tribe of Yankees, and that their intensest 
hate is heaped upon Yankee preachers. I am willing to take 
my share, and would ever be proud to know that tyrants see 
in the pulpit a barrier to their schemes of mad ambition. 
And, here, Sir, I may say that from the earliest dawnings of our 
nation's history, not one great philanthropic enterprise has failed 
to find its clerical advocates, and while the pulpit has been 
sometimes called, with too much justice, the coward's castle, 
I have to learn of its first occupant in New England who 
would discourage our men in the good work of extinguishing 
rebellion even in the fearful tide of blood. If to urge on 
this effort be deemed unprofessional, I would refer to the 
fathers whose voice did so much to arm soldiers and keep 
them in the field, when British invaders were to be repelled 
from our soil. 

Among the pleasant recollection of our winter's work, (which, 
by the way, extended far into the spring,) the harmonious 
mingling, of the several professions and the various arts, was 
not among the least There was work for all — appropriate 
work. As clergymen we were never told by the unthinking 
driveller that if he had a son fit for no useful employment 
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he would rear him a parson, to provoke, as once, the reply 
that his father could have held no such sentiment. In legis- 
lative halls, if nowhere else must be felt respect for each 
honest employment, and the true dignity of labor be main- 
tained. 

I rejoice in this reunion. I hail this gathering of friends. 
The eager grasp of warm hands has cheered my heart. May 
we often meet, to converse, as we have to-day upon the scenes 
of the paat, in which we met as men, toiled as the repre- 
sentatives of an honored constituency and parted to bear with 
us recollections, which will sometimes provoke a smile, but 
oftener awaken thoughts of frank and manly regard. May 
Heaven speed the day when our gatherings shall not be 
clouded by the smoke from the deep-mouthed cannon, and when 
we may meet to congratulate one another on the return of 
peace, and to rejoice in the freedom of all, on our soil, and 
the Union of all our States; no star being blotted from our 
banner. 

Sixteenth regular toast — 

An AgrtcuUnral Minister —^ev. Mr. Sewall, of Medfield.— Whether in 
the pulpit, on the farm, or in the halls of legislation, may his instruction be 
like seed sown on good ground, which shall spring up and bear fruit an 
hundred fold. 

Rev. Mr. Sewall responded as follows: — 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: — I suppose you will think I 
ought to take it for granted that the author of this sentiment 
is all (W)right. But, for myself, I must say I think that he 
who T have been accustomed to believe was always (W)right, 
is for once any thing in the world but right Not so do I mean 
in regard to the character of this sentiment, or his kindly 
application of it to myself, both which demand and shall have 
my cordial acknowledgments. But in regard to the purpose for 
which the sentiment was offered, — ^which was, I presume, to draw 
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me out; or, in other words, to place me, as it has done, in 
this most unoomfortable fix. 

The framing of that sentiment would seem to indicate famil- 
iarity with scriptural readings. We know that by profession — 
if not by inclination — he must be greatly devoted to Bcriptory 
readings; and now, forsooth, he is attempting to practice a little 
upon what he evidently regards as a scriptural precept of univer- 
sal application, and ''from him that hath not" to ''take away 
even that which he" might seem "to have." Why, gentlemen, 
I should say that "much study hath made" the Chairman, not 
** mad^ perhaps, but evidently confused or mystified. He probably 
read, in former times, of one who said, when his heart was 
inditing a good matter, "my tongue is like the pen of a ready 
writer." And now he has somehow persuaded himself that this 
saying has its application just where it is the least in the world 
applicable. For, though my heart is inditing a good matter — 
a matter of hearty sympathy in the purposes of this meeting, 
and of cordial greeting to all my fellow-members of the Legisla- 
ture of 1862 — while I would beseech them to ponder seriously 
each one for himself, the solemn demands of the times, — to do 
all that in them lies to uphold and strengthen the State and 
National administrations, — to rebuke disloyalty, — to disarm hos- 
tility, — to encourage, by word and deed, a spirit of noble fidelity 
to the great principles and the glorious heritage of freedom, — 
to rekindle among the people the olden force and fire of patriot- 
ism, the olden "reverence for government and law,*' — yet, gentle- 
men, "grace" hath not "been poured upon my lips" to give 
utterance to what my heart is inditing. 

The sentiment you have heard, gentlemen, alludes to me as 
an agricultural minister. But even of Agriculture, to which 
a large part of my life has been devoted, — of Agriculture, the 
support and hope of the world this side Heaven, I shall only 
say, reminding the Chairman of another scriptural reading, which 
he may hate overlooked or forgotten, as all are apt to overlook 
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or forget what may affect them adversely, "Whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap." This, indeed, is the funda- 
mental, eternal principle of recompense pervading the kingdoms 
of nature and grace, and all the forms of national and individual, 
of political and social life; so that the nation or individual 
that soweth tares shall reap also tares — that soweth cowardice 
shall reap bondage — that soweth injustice shall reap suffering — 
and that soweth truth, righteousness and charity, and a reverence 
for God and humanity, shall reap prosperity and peace. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the last thing I was bom to do on earth 
is to make a speech in a presence like this; and so, remind* 
ing you of another scriptwral reading, "better is the end of a 
thmg than the beginning thereof," I will give you a sentiment 
which, in these times of general distress, may not be without 
pertinent application, and resume my seat: — 

AgricuUure—TlLQ support and the hope of the world. "He that tilleth 
his land shall have plenty of bread." 

Seventeenth regular toast — 

The Committee on BUh in Third iS^a^tn^.^-Represented by Adams, of 
North Brookfield ; no bill could pass current in the House without his 
signature. 

Mr. Adams, of North Brookfield, made his acknowledg- 
ments to the company, but was too unwell to indulge 
in a speech. 

Eighteenth regular toast — 

The Fishing Interest of the State.— YTe call on Mr. Sears, of Yarmouth, 
to inform the House at what season of the year alewives ascend Taunton 
Great River, tail first. 

The question was referred to the next General Court. 
Nineteenth regular toast — 

The Militia.-ShBll it be increased ? The Chairman of the Committee, 
Col. Burbank, is requested to inform the House what measures have been 
taken to augment its numbers. 
4 
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Twentieth regular toast — 

Blessed is the man to whom it may be said, " I was sick and in prison 
and je visited me." In Atwood, of Taunton, behold the man. 

Twenty-first regular toast — 

Although it is written, *'Man shall not live by bread alone," we rejoice 
that it cannot yet be said of our Baker, of Dudley, that *^ his occapatioii*0 
gone." 

Twenty-second regular toast — 

** We won't give up the Bible," while Manning, of Beading, is left to 
defend it. 

Twenty-third regular toast — 

The Oldest Member of the Hortse o/'62. — A Sargent worthy of promotion. 

Twenty-fourth regular toast — 

Mr. Curtisy of Roxfywry. — The gentleman who believes in having ''things 
in good shape." Although an earnest advocate of the lien law, may his 
shadow never he less. 

Twenty-fifth regular toast — 

Luther JSbUand, of Belchertoum. — One who often spoke of the pleasure 
he anticipated in meeting his friends of last winter. Died November 19. 
We honor his memory. [Received standing.] 

The toasts having been concluded, a brief time was spent 
in social converse, during which the desire was very gen- 
erally expressed that the festivities of the day might be 
placed on record, and that another year might see a similar 
gathering, cheered by the presence of those now absent in 
their country's service, but whom the triumph of the good 
cause might return to the warm welcomes of friends and 
associates. Accordingly, on motion of Mr. Lee, of Temple- 
ton, it was — 

Voted, That the Committee of Arrangements be instructed to 
call a similar meeting of the members of the Legislature of 1862, 
in the early part of 1864. 
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After a brief interchange of courtesies the company rose 
from the tables, and united in singing the following Farewell 
Song, prepared for the close of the session of '62 bj the 
honored chaplain, which made a fitting finald of the 
exercises of the occasion; and the meeting was declared 
dissolved. 

FAREWELL SONG. 

TuHiB— "America." 
Great God, help us to sing, 
And homage to Thee bring. 

For friendship's ties. 
While life is hearing fast 
The golden moments past, 
May we all meet at last 

In cloudless skies. 

Life's battle ever fight, 
With courage and delight. 

In Thee, our King. 
Arm us to do Thy wiU, 
Our hearts with rapture thriU, 
Marching up Zion*s hill. 

Freedom we'll sing. 

We part to meet no more 
On life's tempestuous shore, 

Where storms arise. 
In our sweet home above. 
Where all is peace and lore, 
We'll meet, no more to rove, — 

Rest with the wise. 

In that celestial world 
Love's banner is unfurled, 

No war shall come. 
Eternal rajs divine 
Shall on the ransomed shine, 
And love each heart entwine, 

In that bright home. 



